Writer’s Group Statement of Purpose

Guidelines and Etiquette
The Maury County Writer’s Guild meets on the second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. at the Maury County Art’s Guild on Lion Parkway in Columbia.

Purpose: 
The Maury County Writers Guild is for writers over the age of 18, actively writing and seeking to improve writing abilities. The group is for individuals who desire feedback/critique on their writing and who are also willing to participate in the careful reading and critique of  work from other members of the writing group. 

Guidelines:
Members should bring adequate copies of material if possible, usually 7-10 copies is sufficient.
Work submitted to the group for critique should be primarily complete or in the final stages of completion. Genres include plays,  poems, short stories, memoirs, excerpts from a book, etc. 

Individuals attending writers guild meetings should be prepared to receive feedback and critique.***
Members should attempt to bring an active writing project to each meeting.

Members should be prepared to listen attentively and to provide focused, careful, considerate 
and useful feedback to writing material presented by other members of the group.

Etiquette:

After each member reads, discussion should be limited to the writing under consideration. We have limited amount of time and want each member to receive maximum benefit. It is easy to get caught up in the subject of a piece and forget about the group purpose of feedback and critique. 

Comments should be specific and useful, but also encouraging and considerate. 
Preferences for writing style and genres will vary, but members are asked to put preferences aside and look at each work in terms of correctness and how it compares to other works of its kind. 
Feedback should not be taken personally and no one is obligated to follow suggestions offered. 

Remember group members are critiquing writing only.
*** For writers looking for a setting in which they can share their work without critique, or where they can simply listen to others read their work are encouraged to attend local reading nights. There is a reading night the first Friday of the month at Crickets Restaurant on 6th street in Columbia. Landmark Book Sellers off the square in Franklin has a monthly reading night as well. 

For more information on reading nights call Michelle Miller @ 840- 5472.
